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Overview

ECHOLALIA; DEFINITIONS AND EXAMPLES



mailto:lee_robinson@byu.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FK2vt01laN4
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As with most characteristics of ASD, it’s an As with most characteristics of ASD, it’s an
issue of frequency and intensity issue of frequency and intensity
EVERYONE ECHOES SOMETIMES ARE THERE PHRASES ANY CHILD MIGHT SAY MANY TIMES
‘WE ALL REPEAT UTTERANCES THAT WERE ORIGINALLY SAID BY OTHERS O O ETCE

In Children with ASD, In Children with ASD,
echolalia characteristics include echolalia characteristics include
IMMEDIATE OR DELAYED MITIGATED

Changed in some to create meaning,
Immediate-repeating back what has just been heard & ey g
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Treatment of Echolalia in Individuals with Treatment of Echolalia in Individuals with
ASD: a Systematic Review ASD: a Systematic Review
* SYSTEMATIC REVIEW
* 1 STUDIES

* IN PARTICULAR, BEHAVIOR ANALYTIC INTERVENTIONS DEMONSTRATING
CONCLUSIVE LEVELS LEVELS OF EVIDENCE INCLUDED

Clinical SLPs may be surprised to learn that a key communicative adaptation (functional)

“..INTERACTIONAL LINGUISTS HAVE RECENTLY APPLIED THE CONVENTIONS
OF CONVERSATION ANALYSIS (AKA: DISCOURSE ANALYSIS) TO TRANSCRIPTS
THAT INCLUDE ECHOLALIA...(THIS) DATA ANALYSES REVEALED IMPORTANT

REQUESTS
“YES” ANSWER
DIRECTIVE

Cognitive functions of echolalia

REHEARSAL
MEMORY ASSIST



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ome-95iHtB0
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Self-regulatory function of Echolalia

SELF-REGULATION IS A GOOD THING

SCERTS Model

CERY
|
Volume |
Assessment

Barry M. Prizanc, Amy M. Wetherby,
Emily Rubin, Amy C. Lauren, and Patrick J. Rydell

RTS™ Model

A Comprebensive
Educational Approach

& /. Children with

Autism Spectrum Disorders

4 (CER,
s

Volume Il
Program Planning
& Intervention

Amy M. Wetherby,
C- Lauren, and Pacrick J. Rydell

9 principles

1. FACILITATE VERBAL INITIATIONS.

9 principles

4. MAP LANGUAGE ONTO CONCEPTS THE INDIVIDUAL ALREADY



https://doi.org/10.1044/2015_AJSLP-14-0166
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ASHA Position

Echolalia and Its Role in Gestalt
Language Acquisition

9 principles

Echolalia is the repelition of utterances produced by others. There are two types of echolalia—
immediate and delayed.

+ Immediate echolalia refers to utterances that are repeated immediately or after a brief
delay.

« Delayed echolalia refers to utterances that are repeated after a significant delay [Prizant &
Rydell, 1984). Echolalia is prevalent among individuals with ASD who are verbal and may
remain as part of their verbal behavior for some time (Fay, 1969).

Historically, echolalia has been described as meaningless and without communicative function.
However, a growing body of research has identified various communicative functions of echolalia
(e.g., turn-taking, labeling, requesting, affirming, and protesting) and has suggested its role in
gestalt language acquisition (Prizant, 1982, 1983; Prizant & Duchan, 1981; Prizant & Rydell, 1984;
Stiegler, 2015).

ASHA Position ASHA Position

IN ADDITION, ASHA EMPHASIZES THAT INDIVIDUALS WITH ASD AND ALL
COLLABORATING PARTNERS (E.G., SLPS, FAMILY MEMBERS, OTHER

Gestalt language learners or language
processors



https://www.asha.org/practice-portal/clinical-topics/autism/echolalia-and-its-role-in-gestalt-language-acquisition/
https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/2015_AJSLP-14-0166
https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/2015_AJSLP-14-0166
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“word babies” (Analytic Processors) “intonation babies” (Gestalt Processors)
Return to our roots for a moment

N . Focus on intonation and social interaction structure
Focus on referential use of utterances (i.e.,
of language

labeling objects) and semantic relationships of

“Word Babies” (Analytic Processors) “Intonation Babies” (Gestalt Processors) As S LPs dO we h ave a b | a S?
Early language acquisition moves from single words Early language acquisition involves multiword
to two-and three-word utterances phrases functioning as single words

Language: 3 components

p e

Intelligible speech production

-

35
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Characteristics of gestalt or
echolalia language:

Form: lack of generative
utterances

Content: not conventional

To achieve generative language To achieve generative language
GESTALT PROCESSORS MUST:
gradually break down their long units into smaller units, and finally into words DEVELOPMENTAL SEQUENCE IN GESTALT LANGUAGE LEARNERS

begin to build word combinations breaking down gestalts

40

Characteristics of Stage 1 Utterances

‘Table 3. The six stages of natural language acquisition. ~ for gestalt language learners,

Stage Examples. ENTIRE MULTI-WORD GESTALTS LIFTED FROM ELSEWHERE
1. Communicative use of whole language gestalts “Let's get omofh:m," NOT FLEXIBLE; CAN BE VERY LONG!
/ant some more?”
2 - A Mitigation into chunks (1) “Let’s get” + “out of here” HOULD NOT BE TAKEN LITERALLY BY LISTENE
2 - B. Recombining these chunks (2) “Want” + “some more?” SR NE N R STENERS
(1) “Let’s get” + “some more?
“Want” + “out
3. Further mitigation: isolation of single words, recombination of words, and “Get - more.’
generation of original two-word phrases. “Want - out?”
4. Generation of first sentences “I got more.”
5. Generation of more complex sentences “I wanna go out.”
6. Generation of the most complex sentences “I don't want any more, but you can have mine.”
“How long do you wanna play outside?”
“Do | really have to go out to play today?”
“How ‘bout if you go out and play instead?”
Note. Adapted with Marge Blanc, iginally p i pect
The Madison, Wi: p.23.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Bb-Af3Dm8E
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Examples Interesting note re Stage 1 and adulthood

HROMDISNEYCERIOCNIMCN R PHRASE FROM A CARTOON WHERE THE

THE LION KING TRACTOR HAS A FLAT TIRE AND IS STICK

43

Characteristics of Stage 2 Utterances Characteristics of Stage 2 Utterances

WE HAVE SOME CONTROL OVER THE SMALLER PHRASES THE CHILD WILL
DISCOVER

Preser)t ever Yday [Bouace Characteristics of Stage 3 Utterances
in exciting ways

MORE MITIGATION INTO SINGLE WORDS, COMBINING THESE WORDS
INTO TWO-WORD CONSTRUCTIONS
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Examples of Stage 3 Characteristics of Stage 4 Utterances

6-year-old child says “President of the
USA book!” while looking at a

SELF-GENERATED GRAMMAR: FIRST SIMPLE SENTENCES
tends to happen at a much later chronological age than what we consider to be

4-year-old child says

49

Examples of stage 4 Characteristics of Stage 5 and 6 Utterances

EVEN MORE COMPLEX GRAMMAR

How can SLPs help children
move through the stages?

WILLINGNESS TO LISTEN TO OUR CLIENTS
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EBP Language intervention PRINCIPLES Language sampling

CAREFULLY OBSERVE (VIDEO LANGUAGE SAMPLING) TO LANGUAGE SAMPLE DATA IS THE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE OF OUR FIELD

56

Sample Example Speech-Language Pathologists can

FACILITATE VERBAL INITIATIONS

D - Easy does it
C~Easy.

D — Wow, look at that hub?

C= (In a low pitch) It awesome.

D~ Ooh, that's a cake and a half. Did you pick that out>

tonation contour) What a birthday

Speech-Language Pathologists can Speech-Language Pathologists can

10



3/1/21

Non-focused Turn-taking

CLINICIAN REDIRECTS BY PROVIDING AN ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTION CLINICIAN PROVIDES A PHYSICAL DEMONSTRATION THAT HELPS

Declarative Yes-Answers

CLINICIAN MODELS AN APPROPRIATE LINGUISTIC FORM CLINICIAN PROVIDES ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

63

Memory Assist Rehearsal

AFTER COMPLETION OF THE TASK, CLINICIAN CONFIRMS THAT THE CLINICIAN CONFIRMS THAT THE CHILD’S PARTICIPATION IS SUCCESSFUL,

11
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If we determine that the child is

functioning primarily at Stage 1

USEFUL MORE USEFUL STAGE 1 GESTALTS
SOME STAGE 2 UTTERANCES THAT BREAK DOWN CURRENT GESTALTS

Model useful gestalts

Used in many different contexts, many examples of how to use in different

67

Once you determine that the client is using

Practice Stage 2 utterances, you can:

A CLIENT OFTEN USES THE GESTALT, “OKAY PLEASE PUT THE MONKEY
DOWN.”

CONTINUE TO MODEL STAGE 2 UTTERANCES

Tracking Progress Cautions from Blanc (2012)

BE CAREFUL ABOUT TEACHING ROTE “FUNCTIONAL” OR “SURVIVAL” UTTERANCES
IF YOUR CLIENT IS CLEARLY USING STAGE 3 UTTERANCES AT LEAST 50% OF

12
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SLP Role in Leading the Communicative Team

Ideas for Educating
Family Members and Professionals

EXPLAIN THE CONCEPT OF GESTALT LANGUAGE PROCESSING

Ideas for Educating

Family Members and Professionals
PROVIDE ACADEMIC LITERATURE WHEN APPROPRIATE (E.G., STIEGLER, 2015)

Provide many opportunities to PRACTICE

Variety of: "
[ ra Dr. Strangetalk or: How |
& Learned to Stop Worrying
‘and Love Echolalia

76

Competing with Animated Media

Why symbolic play for children with ASD

Intervention: 30 min daily for 5-6 weeks

+ COMPARED TO CHILDREN WHO RECEIVED ONLY ABA INTERVENTION, CHILDREN
N THE SYMBO PLAY GROUP SHOWED MORE DIVERSE TYPES OF SYMBO

13


http://www.hanen.org/Programs/For-Parents/More-Than-Words.aspx
https://www.hanen.org/SiteAssets/Articles---Printer-Friendly/Research-in-your-Daily-Work/The-Meaning-Behind-the-Message_Helping-Children-wh.aspx
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/104427285087110609/

JASPER

JA

Jolnt Attention

Joint attention UA) is the

modeled and taught directly.

SP

Symbolic Play

We model appropriate play.

of helping children increase
their diversity, flexibility, and
level of play.

E

Engagement

Increases in  engagement

learning. For this reason, we.
aim to help children with ASO
reach higher states of joint
engagement with others.

developed by the KASARILAS

R

Regulation

Our approach stresses the
Importance of emotion and
behavior regulation. We offer

self-stimulatory  behaviors,
and regulation challenges in
children with ASD.
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Thank You for Spending this Time with Me

14


http://www.kasarilab.org/treatments/jasper/
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Resources References

References regarding echolalic functions References regarding echolalic functions

+ PRIZANT, B. M. (1982). GESTALT LANGUAGE AND GESTALT PROCESSING IN

* BIRRRINION & oI BOUGHER - (2o09) THE INTERACTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF FORMULAS IN AUTISTIC LANGUAGE. CLINICAL AUTISM. TOPICS IN LANGUAGE DISORDERS, 3(1), 16-23.

15


http://www.communicationdevelopmentcenter.com/index.html
http://www.communicationdevelopmentcenter.com/articles/nla.pdf
https://scerts.com/
https://autismnavigator.com/family-resources/
https://firstwordsproject.com/about/
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